Bulletin #49 – September 14, 2009

BC Assessment Audits affecting Weekly and Monthly Data Advice files

Following is a list of audits that will be performed by BC Assessment staff up to Roll Closure on December 4th.  If you have any questions about these changes in your data advice, please contact your local assessment office.

1. For dedicated parks in subdivisions
Going forward all lots that have been dedicated as park land by subdivisions will now be:

· Coded as ‘Equity Type 21 - Parks vested by statute, in the name of a municipality, regional district or Crown Provincial’ (this is a recently created Equity Type)
· If a park has no lot number printed on its plan, the phrase “Dedicated Park” will be entered into the Legal Text field
· Parcel Type and Tenure Code for parks will be coded differently depending on where they reside and, if they are in regional districts, whether or not they provide a community park service
· There is no plan in place to try and identify and update all park properties currently on the roll with this information
	Park Location
	Parcel Type
	Tenure Code
	Exempt Tax Code

	If it resides in a municipality
	08 - Municipal or Regional District (Unoccupied & Parks)
	54 - Municipal or Regional District (Unoccupied & Parks)
	71 – Property of the Municipality within the Municipality or in a rural area

	If it resides in a regional district and provides a community park service.
	08- Municipal or Regional District (Unoccupied & Parks)
	54 - Municipal or Regional District (Unoccupied & Parks)
	73 – Regional District property

	If it resides in a regional district and does not provide a community park service
	06 - Crown Provincial (Unalienated & Parks)
	20 - Crown Provincial (Unalienated & Parks)
	68 – Other provincial properties.  Includes those properties that do not come within the definition of “Provincial Land” as defined in the Municipal Aid Act


2. Crown Provincial and Crown Federal properties

BCA is currently in the process of standardizing our procedure in handling properties owned by the Crown in order to improve BCA’s uniformity.  All Crown Properties will now be titled as “Crown Provincial” or “Crown Federal” depending on the jurisdiction.  

Currently these properties can show on titles (and in BC Assessment’s system) as:

· Her Majesty the Queen in right of British Columbia
· Her Majesty the Queen in right of BC
· Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada

· HMTQ

· Government of British Columbia
· Crown Provincial

· Crown Federal 

· Her Majesty in right of British Columbia

· Her Majesty in right of British Columbia, as represented by the Minister of ....

· Her Majesty the Queen in right of British Columbia, as represented by the Minister of..... 

· Her Majesty", "His Majesty", "the Queen", "the King", "the Crown" or "the Sovereign", etc 

3. Unit Entitlement on Strata Property
All strata properties with a valid strata plan number will have the statement: "Together with an interest in the common property in proportion to the unit entitlement of the strata lot as shown on Form 1 or V, as appropriate" inserted in the Legal Text field, if it doesn’t already
4. Returned Assessment Notices
Assessment Notices are mailed to BC property owners during the first few days of January.  Notices that are deemed undeliverable by Canada Post are returned to field offices and staff flag the ‘Assessment Notice Returned’ field in the BCA system to indicate the notice return. When staff add this flag (indicating a notice has been returned as undeliverable) or when staff remove this flag (indicating a new address has been updated to the system), this will trigger records to be output in the RC900 report and the ‘Changes Only’ Data Advice. 
5. Land Title and Survey Authority(LTSA) Parcel Identifier Description(PID) Mismatch
During the development of a new tax certificate tool for local governments, discrepancies between the data local government had for Parcel Identifier Description (PID) information and Land Title and Survey Authority (LTSA) data became apparent.  As local government information comes from BC Assessment (BCA), BCA determined a review of all provincial PID data was warranted. A comparison was made between all active LTSA PIDs and all BCA PIDs to determine those PIDs which are/are not identical, and field staff will implement work programs over the next year to correct data accordingly.

6. Multiple Town, Municipality, Regional District Name Variations

When BCA field staff are running reports it is sometimes very difficult because of inconsistency in the spelling or ‘organization’ of municipality and regional district names. BCA has determined that a review of all town, municipality and regional district names should be conducted.  Field staff will implement work programs over the next year to correct data accordingly.  Examples of this issue are noted below:
· DISTRICT OF LILLOOET
· LILLOOET DISTRICT OF
· SQUAMISH - LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT

· SQUAMISH LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT
· SQUAMISH-LILLOOET RD
· SQUAMISH-LILLOOET REGIONAL DISTRICT
· CITY OF VICTORIA
· THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VICTORIA
· THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OFVICTORIA
· VICTORIA CITY OF
