
FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ONLY
 
Data Advice Update #15 October 26, 2005 
 

Following are clarifications or new issues – some related to Supplementary/PAAB Data Advice and the others to Data Advice in general.
 
Supplementary/PAAB Cycle # 5 Data Advice:
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      You may occasionally note some Property Class codes in Taxable Value Records 0013 to 0020 with property class codes but no values.  These instances occur on some files when a Property Class code was changed.  We have resolved this issue and it will not occur commencing with Cycle # 6.
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      We continue to report Confirmed [Supplementary Reason Code 60] PAAB Assessments as was the previous practise on CAPAS Data Advice [correction from Data Advice Bulletin # 14].
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      You may find some instances of Withdrawn [Supplementary Reason Code 61] folios incorrectly being reported.  We are investigating this issue and will have it resolved shortly.
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      Folios with Exempt/Tax code 07 or 32 are incorrectly reporting in General Taxable Value Records 0013 to 0015.  We are investigating this issue and will have it resolved shortly.

 

General Data Advice:
  
1. Folios with more than 4 Street Addresses are reported ignoring the length of the unit number.  As an example, a folio in City of Vancouver has 39 Street Addresses: 618 [units 1 to 13] W 6th, 628 [units 15 to 22] W 6th, 638 [units 23 to 36] W 6th, 2207 Ash, 2217 Ash, 2233 Ash and 2239 Ash. The following 4 addresses are reported: 1-618 W 6th, 11-618 W 6th, 13-618 W 6th and 15-628 W 6th.  
 
2.      BC Assessment maintains a number of different Party Types on valueBC, but only certain interests are reported on Data Advice [and Assessment Rolls and Notices].  They are: Owner, Lessee, Unlawful Occupier, Other Interested Parties [specifically holders of registered charge under Assessment Act Section 4] and Forfeitures.  The category of Owner includes holders or occupants of Crown, Exempt and Municipal Land under Assessment Act Sections 26, 27, 28 or 29.  It also includes owners of improvements where land is under other ownership 30 (1) and cooperatives and multi dwelling leased parcels 30 (2) of the Assessment Act. Appellants, Trustees, Third Parties and Other Interested Parties [Equity Code 99 in CAPAS] are NOT reported on Data Advice or Assessment Rolls and Notices.
3.      There have been a few instances where deleted folios were intermittently not being reported on Monthly/Weekly Data Advice.  This problem was resolved October 11th.  If you require a re-run to report all deleted folios, please request a catch-up data advice run with reporting period 12 April 2005 to date, specifying NO RECORDS SELECTED. This will pick up deletes but not affect any other data. Please send an email request to krista.eisner@bcassessment.ca as soon as possible.  Unfortunately we cannot create a RC900 with just deleted folios as the program doesn’t allow for selection of specific types of actions.

4.      Meridian in the Legal Description may be reported twice partially – once in the Fixed Legal Record column 51 and the other [if two or three digits] in the Free Form Legal Record 0003, 0004 or 0005.This was done to satisfy the needs of those taxing jurisdictions that only have 1-character Meridians. They did not want their Meridians reported in the Narrative Legal Description Record 0003. 
For those Meridians with two or three characters we cannot differentiate between types of Meridians and only report the two- or three-character occurrences in the Narrative Legal Description Record 0003.  Thus they are reported in both Records 0002 and 0003.  

Taxing jurisdictions with two- or three-character Meridians should therefore ignore any Meridians found in Fixed Legal Record 0002 column 51.  

  

5.  Ownership Pairing: The fields that must match exactly in order for two owners to be paired on one folio are as follows:
· Free-form address

· Country

· Province/State

· City

· Post-directional

· Street Type

· Street Name

· Pre-directional

· Street number

· Unit type

· Unit number

· Bulk Mail Code [if present]

 

6.  Change of Address Source Code ‘X ‘indicating ‘Cosmetic’ changes to mailing addresses was implemented as a Business Rule commencing approximately October 6th.  However due to an oversight, the code translated was inadvertently keyed as ‘Z’.  Any existing instances of Code ‘Z’ you find on your Data Advice files should be interpreted as a Cosmetic Change.  Commencing approximately October 25th any mailing addresses keyed after that date that are part of our Data Cleansing initiative should have the correct Source Code ‘X’ reported in Ownership Records 1002, 1003, 1012, 1012, 1021, 1022 etc in column 130. 
 
7.  Returned Notice Code in column 131 of Ownership Records 1001, 1011, 1021, 1031, etc occasionally reported code ‘X’.  This was an incorrect translation of the Assessment Notice Returned Field in valueBC being flagged.  This was corrected effective October 15th.  Any instances of this situation will now report correctly as code ‘A’ [Assessment – see Returned Notice Code Table in Section 9 of the Data Advice User Guide page 9/132].
  
8.  USA Zip Codes [5-digit occurrences] were being reported in the Canadian postal code field columns 124-129 of Ownership Records 1001, 1011, 1021, 1031, etc.  Data Advice was changed effective October 18th to always report the USA zip codes [both 5 and 9 digit occurrences] in Ownership Records 1002 or 1003, 1012 or 1013, 1022 or 1023, 1032 or 1033 etc directly before USA.  

The only exception would be if a user inadvertently keyed the zip code after “USA” in the free-form mailing address on valueBC.  This would be a user error and should be brought to the attention of the applicable assessment area for correction.
9.  Approximately 203 different types of Township information reside in that field of legal description converted from CAPAS.  There are some that have leading zeros which are not visible on valueBC.  We are in the process of changing Data Advice to remove the leading zeros from all occurrences of strict numerical Townships.  As soon as the program has been fixed we will advise data advice clients via Bulletin or email.
If you have any questions concerning the above, or if any additional issues arise with your Data Advice files, please contact Krista Eisner, Client Service Solutions, 250.595.6211 (292).  Client Service Solutions will be tracking and resolving client issues, in order of priority, and responding to all inquiries as quickly as possible.
 
 
Peter Barber  
Manager, Client Service Solutions
