For Local Governments
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Change to Property Class 03 from Unmanaged Forest Land to Supportive Housing
Background:
Property Class 03 – Unmanaged Forest Land was repealed for the 2005 Roll Year.  This was done with changes to the BC Property Class Regulation 438/81 – prescribed, brought into force as part of the elimination of the Forest Land Reserve and the creation of the Private Managed Forest Land Act.  Commencing with the 2005 Roll year Property Class 03 values were not reported.

Property Class 03 has not been in use between Roll Years 2005 to 2008.

BC Assessment will be using this Property Class 03 designation for the new Property Class 03 – Supportive Housing introduced into the legislature in 2008 and will be effective for the 2009 Roll Year.  There are currently approximately 67 folios with this new designation.
Bill 11, the Small Business and Revenue Statutes Amendment Act, 2008, S.B.C. 2008, c. 11 received Royal Assent on May 1, 2008. Among other things, Bill 11 gave Cabinet authority to create a new property class for eligible supportive housing property and the power to establish special valuation rules for property coming within that class. These provisions were brought into force on June 27, 2008 by Order in Council 541/2008.

Timing:
This change in Property Class designation will affect the Data Advice reported from Roll Year 2009 forward.  The first data advice to include the new Property Class 03 classification will be the 2009 Completed Roll released January 1, 2009. 
Future Plans:

BCA recognizes this is a critical data element for taxing jurisdictions.  Information on this change will be documented in the Data Advice User Guide at http://isd.bcassessment.bc.ca/.
Impact:
2009 Roll Year Annual Data Advice (Completed, Revised, Revised Including Supplementary #1) and 2009 Roll Supplementary Data Advice will reflect this change.

2010 Roll Year Weekly and Monthly Data Advice records will also reflect this change commencing with the first data advice after 2009 Roll Closure (December 5, 2008). 
Property Assessment Appeal Board (PAAB) decisions reported in Data Advice will be subject to interpretation.  PAAB Decisions for Roll Years up to and including 2004 will reflect Unmanaged Forest Land folios; Roll Years 2009 forward will reflect Supportive Housing folios.
Status: Ongoing (BCA will update this Bulletin should there be any changes or clarification required).
Contact:
Specific questions about how these activities that may affect your jurisdiction should be directed to your Area office.
IT Service Bureaus have been included in this communication.
For all other Data Advice questions, please contact Christine Deptuch, Customer Information Coordinator at christine.deptuch@bcassessment.ca or toll free at 1-800-668-0086. 
Previous Related Bulletins: none
