FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ONLY

Data Advice Bulletin #25 – April 5, 2006

1. Local Government Access to BC OnLine

Representatives from BC OnLine have indicated that many local government clients are frequently accessing the Land Titles database via BC OnLine to confirm the accuracy of the BC Assessment data on the Weekly or Monthly Data Advice Files.  We have confirmed with several local government offices that this is in fact the case.  The staff of BC Assessment is working diligently to get any missing data added and any incorrect data fixed for Data Advice.  However, in anticipation of your preparations for creating your upcoming tax notices, we thought it would be helpful during the months of April and May 2006, for BC Assessment and BC OnLine to jointly cover the cost of your access to the Land Titles and Survey Authority and BC Assessment databases.     

We have arranged with BC OnLine to change your accounts so you are not charged the $1.00 fee for accessing these two databases over the next two months.  We anticipate this action will only be required for this year as our data cleansing project will competed by the end of 2006.

2. Data Advice II
We recently initiated a project to gather information about the re-design of the current Data Advice format.  We are referring to the re-design as “Data Advice II”.  We will be hosting focus group sessions with the Surveyor of Taxes, Municipalities, Regional Districts and their software service bureaus to understand the limitations of the current Data Advice format and to prepare a draft set of requirements for a new Data Advice II format.  Two facilitated workshops to understand Data Advice II requirements will be held to get the Local Government perspective.  One workshop will be held in Richmond and it will include representatives from Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland.  A second will take place in Kelowna and will include representatives from central and northern BC.  We expect to circulate the draft requirements to all stakeholders in June.    
3. Increased activity on Weekly/Monthly Data Advice 
Over the next several months, you will see a significant increase in the amount of folios reported on your Weekly/Monthly Data Advice updates.  This increase in activity is a result of extensive data cleansing that is being undertaken by our field offices.  While many of these changes will be obvious to you; there will be many cases where the data will not appear to have changed at all.  This latter group of changes is a result of organizing our valueBC data in preparation for the creation of Data Advice II.     
If you have any questions, please give me a call at 1-800-668-0086 or you can send me an email at peter.barber@bcassessment.ca.
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