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 Land Title and Survey Authority - 

Absolute Fee Title Conversion Project 
 

Impacted Data Advice Clients 

Subscribers to Data Advice and/or RC900 Ownership and Legal Description Change Reports that 

have properties with absolute fee books (AFB) title interests within their jurisdiction(s). 

 
Purpose of Bulletin 

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform you of the potential impact on Data Advice related to the 

continuation of the Land Title and Survey Authority of BC (LTSA) Absolute Fees Conversion Project.  

  

 

Background 

LTSA is continuing to convert active absolute fee titles in the land title register, where possible, to 

indefeasible titles for access via the electronic land title register, as the Register of Absolute Fees 
closed in 1921. 

 

The AFB Conversion Project began in fall 2015 and is expected to be completed in fall 2017. The 

project supports the need for comprehensive parcel information in ParcelMap BC, an electronic 

map of active titled parcels and surveyed provincial Crown land parcels in BC. LTSA’s goal is to 
convert active absolute fee interests in the land title register where possible. 

 

Please refer to LTSA’s website for details on the Absolute Fees Conversion Project, or contact the 

LTSA Customer Service Centre at 604 630-9630, or 1-877-577-5872. 

 

Impact on Data Advice 

Based on information provided by LTSA, since the beginning of the project, approximately 5,344 

titles have been converted as of the end of July 2017. BC Assessment (BCA) is in the process of 

analyzing the impact on the 2018 Assessment Roll due to LTSA’s AFB Title Conversion Project.  

 

Last year, LTSA has informed BCA that the majority of in scope titles have been converted as of 

the end of June 2016. Subsequently, 2,358 additional titles were added as a result of this 

project. The breakdown per Assessment Region is as follow: 

 

 

 

Assessment Region No. Titles 

Vancouver Island 314 

Greater Vancouver 1 

Fraser Valley 18 

Thompson Okanagan 574 

Kootenay Columbia 1,443 

Northern BC 8 

Total 2,358 

 

https://ltsa.ca/online-services/parcelmap-bc
https://ltsa.ca/update-ltsa%E2%80%99s-absolute-fees-conversion-project
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Approximately 55 % of all converted titles received have been processed by BCA’s Administrative 

Services Team, and thus, have appeared, or will soon appear within weekly/monthly Data Advice 

files and RC900 Ownership and Legal Description Change reports. 
 
The new titles received from LTSA’s project can be divided into three main categories: 
 

1. Exempt properties (i.e. in the name of Crown Provincial or Local Government); 
2.   Taxable properties (i.e. in the name of an individual or other taxable entity); and 

3.   Blank owner name in the LTSA data feed and requiring further data from LTSA 

 

BC Assessment will process the following for the 2018 Assessment Roll: 
 

 
1. All taxable properties; and 

2. All exempt properties that have appeared to date within Data Advice files and 

RC900 Ownership and Legal Description Change reports 
 

 

All remaining exempt properties will be added to future Assessment Rolls. 

 

Our analysis indicates that approximately 793 (13%) of converted titles received are taxable 

properties.  

 

Why is BC Assessment required to update this information? 

Each conversion of an active absolute fee title to an indefeasible title will raise a new title, 

triggering a title update by BCA. Section 3.4 of the Assessment Act requires BCA use the 

information contained within LTSA’s records as of November 30th of the year in which the 

Assessment Roll is completed. Consequently, the converted titles must be reflected on the 

2018 Assessment Roll, except for properties that are exempt from taxation. Section 19.11 of 
the Assessment Act gives BC Assessment discretion as to whether exempt properties need be 

assessed and included on the Assessment Roll.  

 

Contact Information 

If you have any questions regarding the assessment of specific folios please contact the BCA 

Property Assessment team: 
 

bca.commercial@bcassessment.ca 

Phone: 1-866-valueBC (1-866-825-8322) x 00391 | F 250.595.7623 
400 – 3450 Uptown Blvd. | Victoria BC V8Z 0B9 |  www.bcassessment.ca 

 
If you have any Data Advice questions, please contact the BCA Property Information team: 

bcacustomer.services@bcassessment.ca 

Phone: 1-866-valueBC (1-866-825-8322) x 00119 | F 250.595.7623 
400 – 3450 Uptown Blvd. | Victoria BC V8Z 0B9 |  www.bcassessment.ca 

 

 

 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96020_01#section3
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96020_01#section19
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96020_01#section19
mailto:bca.commercial@bcassessment.ca
http://www.bcassessment.ca/
mailto:bcacustomer.services@bcassessment.ca
http://www.bcassessment.ca/

